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MR. FRANCIS MOSS'S GARDEN,
BUNINYONG,

Among those who have devoted their
energies to horticultural pursuits in Victoria
none are more deserving of creditfor akill and
perseverance than Mr, Francis Moas, who by
unceasing care and application, extending
over a great number of years, has succeeded
in establishing one of the finest commercial
gardens in the colony., About 23 years ago,
Mr. Moss settled at Buninyong with the in-
tention of growing produce for market, and
ever since he has been actively engaged in
gardeming. The oldest established portion of
the ground, upon which the propristor resides,
known as Mosmont, is beautifully situsted
in Warrenheip-street, a little more than half
a mile from the town o! Baninyong. It con.
tains 14 acres, the greater portion being de-
voted to orchard purposes, but a considerable
extent has been laid out as a pleasure garden
and planted with a great variety of orma-
mental trees, ahrubs, and flowering plants.
For several years after the place was first
established the cultivation of vegetables was
the principal pursait, but gradually this
gave place to fruit-growing, and the propaga-
tion of youog trees, to which purposes the
garden is at present chietly devoted. The
residence, a neat and commodious building,
stands on an elevated portion of the ground,
some distance back from the and is
approached by a fine drive mm.
with borders on sither side. From the
nhnrn:uighﬂ:;tm obtained of !ouitm
yODng,
towards the m.h;ﬁ“r
magnificent ;h:t ol water, w: & dam
constructed ears or Megara,
Learmonth, by ’Oglnﬂ“g'ﬂm Conilers
bave been ted extensively in the
flanking - ﬂ:ﬂ“ lﬂ“—‘lﬂ; t
hboundur as the climate
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smaller but thriving plants of P. cephaloniea,
P. balsamea, I’. Pindrow, P. Wabbiana P
pectinata, P. Pinsapo, P, amabilis, and P
nobilie. Among the Abieafamily, which, as well
a8 the Piceas. seam to be thriving wondarful'ly,
are specimens of A. Smithiana. 10t [ A slba,
A, excelss, A. Douglasii, and A, Menziesii,
rangiog in height from 4t to 6ft, Capresans
macrocarpa is represented by pgvaul fine
specimens from 25ft to 30fr. high, which
were planted 15 years ago, and aré now
seeding freely. There are slso baudeome
plants of C. toruloss, 15fc, C. Lawsomiana,
10ft., and C. corneyana, 15ft. high. The
English yew (Taxuas baccata) seema perfectly
at me, one handsome specimen having
sttained the height of 10ft. Besides the
conifers mentioned, there are also several
fine specimens of other classes, including &
magnificent tulip tree (Liriodendron talipi-
fers), fully 20ft. high ; & silver variegated
bolly, 15ft., loaded with berries ; and other
kinds equally vigorous. The horse.chesnut
appears perfectly st bome, and a couple of
specimens about 15ft. in beight are bearing
a heavy crop of nuts, & number of yoang
seedlings growing under the trees. luter-
reed among the specimens are magnolias,
pittospornme, yuccas, roses, lilinms, phloxes,
gladioli, and many other plants, which
ve the bordersa g+y and varied appearance.
the immediate vicinity of the house are
severn]l beds filled with a choice collection
of tlorists’' and other tlowers, which make a
fine display. Among the more noticeabie
are daphnes, rhododendrons, camellias, %o,
axd & fire clump of Lilinm saratum now
eoming into bloom, many of the flower-spikes
rangirg from Gft. to 9ft. high, A creek runs
throongh the lower portion of the garden,
arnd hers anma nahla anecimena of deciduous
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aud here some noble specimens of deciduous
trees are to be found. All are in perfect
bealth and vigour, and the variety of their
foliage forms a beautiful contrast to the
indigenous vegetation beyond them. Tney
are planted rather thickly, their foliage
forming a beautiful densely.-shaded grove
through which the rays of the sun cannot
peuetrate, Among the principal specimens
are weeping willowa 40ft. bigh, with trunks
21t, in diameter ; a fine horizontal elm fully
36le., whese braoches spread over a large
area ; sycamorep, bircbs, and silver poplars
30ft., Eoglish osks over 35ft, English and
American ashes from 25fr. to 30fr., planes
and larches ranging from 15ft. to 20ft.

From the commencement Mr, Mosa has
id special atrtention to fruit culture, and
ia orchard will compare favourably with
avy otber in the colony. Owing to the high
elevation of the district, and, a8 a conse-
quence, its cool climate a8 compared with
localities in the vicinity of Melbourne, the
season of ripening is at least a month later,
Coneequently the earlier varieties, such as pay
best arcund the metropolis, are not grown,
as they would have to come into competition
with the mid-season sorts of the earlier dis-
tricta. The kinds that give the most pro-
fitable returns are those that come in after.
warde, and these are the warieties chiefly
Evovn. Owing to the coolness of the climate
bas been found, after repeated trials and
many disappointments, that the tin:,"ﬂ-ch.
almond, nectarine, and apricot not
thrive ; while, on the other hand, the smaller
fruite, such as gooseberries and currants,
flonrish amazingly. Cherries and pluma also
thrive very well, but the basaltic soil is too
&ht for apples and though some sorts
both species do much better than others,
and produce very fair crops. About two acres
are under trees, some of which appear
healthy and vi u-l.bnupntmm:m
not thriviog w The kinds that are m
well are— Emperor Alexander, Margaret,
Buffield, Keswick Codlin, Ribston Pippin,
ﬁo:! the Braddick's Nnn(m.u.
t.Non Grange’s Pearmain, n
Reinette, te du Canada, Dumelow’s
Seedling, and Rymer. Prince Bismarck, a
seedling variety raised by Mr, Clarkson of
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estoeem Dy Dar,
vlﬂlb.:.nu-lmmh:kind. The Stone

other of the later kinda
hnot thﬂun:ztl. lndprodm little fruit.

Mr. Moss's collection of lppl-nnnhu alto-
r about 500 many of them
k nﬂm tal trees, lnd'an].r !."
worked on afow
bave fruited as ¥ For some years Mr.
Moes has been importing new v and
last year he received a large number of g
trees and scions from Mesars. Scott, of Mer.
riott, Somerset. Mosat of the trees were
unfortunately dead when they arrived, bat,
strange to say, scions of the same kinds,
which came to hand in March, were in nearl
every instance sound, and being budd
immediately, the varieties were saved, and
are now growing as freely as the other sorta.
Among tﬁom are a number of American sorta
reputed to be nlu.bh ‘I'll-, Ailes, American
Golden dler, Cogswell, Domine,
Fa.lllnt-r. :&n! Tomkins County, Lady's
Hnnm Newtown, Spitz.
enbe rl, Dnnm. Weatfield k no
hﬂlur. White Winter Pearmain,
-.nd Winesop, Of English
saved, viz., Kentisn

ﬁlhﬂﬂ [Ihu intht’ kn;'mn [llml‘lﬁ'l in
being, e on 0
bmlgﬁﬂmudj and g::.éu Dumpl.in:.-'
very g keeping sort. ars Are grown
largely, hlm of the kinds are much
aﬂ'wdd spot t-ll.l.llll:;., The

most pro ublo varie mr.lu Juwuﬂu.
Williams' Bon Ghrétim.

deau, Louise Bonne of J F lle,
M of  Winkfield, Wlnh: "ﬁ'-uamu&
Jnnphlu de Malines,

ther includes Ibﬂ-lt 150 varieties,
-mr of em newly introduced, and not as
proved. Cherries thrive u!n: u , and &
u:l! q“ntitr are m later
kinde, which ripena holldul mﬂ com-
lund t:.udruhnﬁuodpd Thim
lut are m

by %lm 0 Nm
unrn and ce, Of Bigarrean
d'Holland thm are about 1,000 fruiting trees,
St, Margaret's Florence 100, and the
otlm porta in numbera. They have
borne an lnormunl mglnt fruit this season,
ﬂ portion of which has been sent
elbourne market. There are a
:nmbn of plums, the collection em

ahant 1Y) variatian + mane ara hassawars

g

5
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under trial. The kinds :hm“ln
best are, Rivers's Early Prolific, Diamond,
Angelina Burdett, Mitchelson's, Kirk's, Wash- |
ington, Jefferson, Reine Claude de Bavay,
Coe's Golden Drop, and Pond's Mlht
A new , Automne de Schamal, whic
superior . uquhh"l-dd"mﬁ
also, in &:ﬂhdw‘.h likely to
prove most wvaluable. Gooseberries are
grown upon an extensive scale, both soil
out Oft. or 10ft, and several
over 50 quarts each this
are all of one variety, whlth
e o gl & o
Tas-
Fawkner. The cal-
190 named wvarieties

g
|
s
i

cw'l wn and which ara foand to
zu.w:r l:;.::t are, for _n.rlf erop, Lord Crew
and Rcckwood ; main crop, Crown Bob,
Roaring Liow, Whitesmith, Green Overall,
and Leveller: late kinds, Warringron, Bily
Desn, and White Lion, Both red atid white
corrants do as well an the goose barrivs, pro-
ducing enormona crops of fruit, both hanches
and berries beiug very large. Saveral varie-
tiem are grown, one of the best being La
Versaillaise, a red rorr, which has been cal-
tivated for 14 years and never missed a
crop. A new plantation of thia kind, num.
bering about 1,000 busbes, was plantad laat
®Ar, and bas borne well thia RRraxoOnD, _HF.
{oss has raised a nunber of ssediings frum
this variety, some of the more promiaing
heing selected for farther trisl. The Rihy
(‘-utru is & good bearing late rort, which Mr.
Moes considers worth keeping, but most
' other kinds are, in his opiuion, ot little value.
The White Datch has proved the heat of irs
claes, producing immense crops and very fine
fruit, For black currants the moil ia rather
tco dry, though they bear well _wtnla the
plants are young. Several varieties are

giown, but the beat of the lot is one known
as Wantiah Harn whisrh nradocesa an abone
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as Kentish Hero, which produces an abunao-
dence of foliage, has short - jointsd wond,
hrare freely, and has large fruit. The
B'ack Naples has the largest fruit, but does
vot bear well, and suffers much from the hot
weather. Abont three years since, a planta.
tion of nuts was made, which have doue ex.
ceedively well, and Mr, Moss is sanguine
1t at they will be a great success, Sevaral
varieties were planted, of which the Red
Filbert, Caaford, Nottingham Prolifie, and
Kiddell's Cob (a colonial sore raised by Mr,
H. Riddell, of Clarendon) are all bearing
freely thia season. There are also several
walnut and cheanut trees, which g2em to be
drir g remarkably well aod are making
vigorous growth.

A large quantity of nursery stock is
grown, principally apples, currante, and
gooseberries. An immense number uf'a.pplu
trees are worked every season, the atocks
ueed being Northern SEF. Winter Mujetin,
sand the Irish Peach. The treea are a fine
bealtby lot, and all that could be desired as
regards growth. Moat of the nursery stock
is growing upon a block of land about a
quarter of & mile from the older garden,
which hss been purchased recently. A
never.-failing stream runa throagh the pro-
perty, and the water can be distributed over
avy portion of the grouud at pleasure, This
is a yreat advantage to the young trees, as
their growth ia never checked by dry weather,
Ample provision is made to prevent the aoil
from becoming eaturated with water by
pearly A mile of covered drains. A portion
of the old creek.bed has been planted with
a collection of rhododendrons, numbering
' about 90 of the best named sorts, which are
| growing very freely and promise to be a great
' succese., Laat peason Mr. Moga purchased an.
| other pieceofland, containiog 17 acres, which

is meparated from the nursery ground by a
road, the creek previously mentioned running
throngh it. The soil is gimilar to that in
the nursery, viz.,, a sandy loam restiog on a
clay bottom, and Mr, Moass ia sanguine that
apples will do well upon this land. Seven
acres bave been planted with young apple-
trees, moatly late-keeping sorts, and it is ia-
tended to the remainder of the ground
next eeason. Though the season has been a
":II. trying one, the young trees have done
w

and made a fair amount of growth.

hoccmnd sha hacnadaalan o« Lali ol sl o
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well, and made & lair amount of mwtn.
Arcund the boundaries a belt of quick gro
ing trees has been planted for shelter, lrhioh
seems to be doing very well. It is Mr. Moss's
intention to construct a reservoir on the
upper portion of she ground, to be supplied
the stream, so that the water can at
easure be turned on to every row of trees in
dry weather. In conclusion, we may state
that every portion of the ground is kept in
beautiful order, scarcely a weed is to seen,
and the whole plm has a trim and utdurlr

lll“ﬂlﬁﬂ“r}:ln& th:. mcilmnnt. uk:lll_., n%d
energ t the
‘ displa nlnut-m; y
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